
  
 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 

Is United Way of Seneca County closing? 
No.  We are making difficult decision for cuts in spending. We will continue to look for more efficient 
ways of doing business and other funding sources.  
 
Why are the budget cuts necessary? 
The United Way board decided that these budget cuts were necessary when we were unable to meet 
our campaign goal for 2010. The down economy combined with federal and state budget cuts has 
severely affected our funding sources including federal and state grants. Because of the struggling 
economy, federal and state grants are now scarce, competitive and are often allocated to more urban 
areas.  
 
How will the budget cuts affect United Way employees? 
Right now we are not anticipating any reduction in staff.  With the loss of grant funds, United Way staff 
salaries were reduced by over one third or remained flat.   
 
What about your AmeriCorps VISTA employees? 
The two AmeriCorps VISTA workers are not United Way employees. Their salaries are paid for by a 
federal grant and are considered federal employees. United Way of Seneca County does not offer 
VISTA workers any additional compensation or employee benefits.  
 
How will the budget cuts affect the partner agencies? 
It is with deep regret that these budget cuts will affect our funded partner agencies.  The UW Board of 
Directors has decided to decrease allocations to partner agencies by $20,000.  
 
What specific agencies will be affected? 
The screening, application and interview process is still underway with final decisions to be made 
soon. During this process the UW Board of Directors will look at the agencies providing the greatest 
community impact and work within United Way’s three focus areas: education, income and health.  
 
What is the February Challenge?  
During the remaining weeks of February and early March we are asking the Seneca County 
community to consider a financial gift large or small to United Way. The goal has been set at $20,000 
dollars. UW has already secured $2,000 as seed funds for this campaign.   
  
What if the money is not raised? 
If the money is not raised then the UW Board of Directors will possibly need to look at deeper cuts 
that will unfortunately affect partner agencies more. We are optimistic that we will be able to raise the 
needed money with our fundraising efforts.  
 
How does United Way of Seneca County use my money? 
Your contribution stays in Seneca County and is invested in numerous health and human service 
programs delivered throughout the county. United Way programs and partner agencies use their 
investments for services that center on United Way’s three focus areas: education, income, and 
health.  
 
What can I do to help? 
You can help by considering a gift to United Way’s work in education, income and health. Any gift 
large or small is appreciated. If you are unable to give, please advocate on behalf of United Way and 
share what United Way of Seneca County means to you. We are collecting stories from all over the 
county and we want to hear from you.  Contact us at (315) 539-1135 or email 
uwseneca@uwseneca.org.  
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